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September Professional 
Development Meeting   
 
Master Data Management: 
PLM, PDM, PIM – What are 
they?  Why are they 
needed? 
 
Wednesday, September 
18th, Geneva, IL 

Speaker: Mani Kumar Manda 
 
This presentation focuses on the 
basic concepts of Product Life Cycle 
Management (PLM), Product Data 
Management (PDM) and Product 
Information Management (PIM) in a 
Vendor neutral manner.  Often times 
the key questions that get asked are 
'What are the differences between 
PLM, PDM and PIM?  What role they 
play for a given Organization?”  
There is also a question about why 
one may need one application over 
other applications for these functional 
areas.  In this presentation the 
audience will have an opportunity to 
understand the basic concepts of 
these applications and how each one 
of them are relevant for an effective 
and efficient operation of the supply 
chain to increase the competitive 
advantage.  Adoption of these 
technologies will result in the more 
effective and efficient launch of new 
products with shorter launch cycles 
and reduces the overall costs of new 
product launch processes.   Most 
importantly, the overall quality of 
product data is vastly improved and is 
synchronized across the Enterprise.  
A brief part of the presentation also 
focuses on the comparison between 
PLM and PDM as well as PDM and 
PIM.   At this point in the 
presentation, the discussion then 

moves to use cases for each one of 
these applications, answering a 
fundamental question about who 
needs them and Why?  This session 
provides an opportunity for the 
audience to interact with industry 
thought leaders who work in the 
space of day to day product 
management, product life cycle 
management and master data 
management disciplines. 
 
Topics include Master Data, Master 
Data Management (MDM), Product 
Information Management (PIM), 
Product Data Challenges, Life Cycle 
Management, Product Life Cycle 
Management (PLM), Product Data 
Management (PDM), and Case 
Studies. 
 
About Mani Kumar Manda 

Mani Kumar Manda is 
a serial Entrepreneur 
and a Founder of 

Rhapsody 
Technologies, Inc., a 
pioneer in advisory, 

auditing, and implementation services 
for Master Data Management (MDM), 
ERP and CRM solutions.  
With over 20 years of expertise in 
implementing innovative and creative 
technology solutions, Mr. Manda had 
worked with Fortune 1000 
Companies in various industries 
using Oracle technologies in the 
areas of ERP, CRM and is focused 
on implementing MDM solutions 
since 2001.  
Mr. Manda coaches C-level 
Executives through MDM Executive 
awareness seminars, and frequently 
lectures (over 140 presentations) 
about MDM, Data Quality, Data 
Governance, MDM Hubs at national 
conferences such as Oracle Open 
World, OAUG Collaborate, and MDM 
Summit and at several local GEO and 
SIG groups as well. 
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September PDM Registration 

Wednesday, September 18th, 2013 
 

Location: Riverside Receptions & Conference Center 
35 North River Lane, Geneva, IL  60134 
(630) 262-8371 
www.riversidereceptions.com 

 
Cost:  $25 APICS Members 

$40 Non-Members 
$10 Full-time Students 
$10 APICS Members in transition (cash or check at the door) 

 
Payment: Pre-pay on-line with either VISA, Master Card, Discover, or American Express. 

Pay at the door with cash or check.  We cannot accept credit card payments at the door. 
 
Schedule: 5:30pm – 6:15pm: Registration / Networking (cash bar available) 

6:15pm – 7:00pm: Dinner 
7:00pm – 8:15pm: Speaker Presentation 
8:15pm – 8:30pm: Q&A / Wrap-up / Announcements 

    
Register on our website at www.apics-foxriver.org by noon on Monday, September 16th, 2013. 

   

Next Month’s PDM 
 

Phil Kosik, CPIM, CSCP 
 

A prominent speaker at the APICS International Conference 
 

is coming to the APICS Fox River Chapter 
on Thursday the 10th October, 2013 

and speaking about 
 
 

Inventory Management in the New Normal 
 

Stay tuned for more information!!! 

   

http://www.riversidereceptions.com/
http://www.apics-foxriver.org/
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Chapter Leadership Update           

Marketing             Shawn Batka, CPIM, CSCP 
 
 
 

Welcome to another new APICS programming year.  I hope you enjoyed your summer!  It’s hard to 
believe that kids are back in school again; where did the time go? 
 
Education 
As you get back into the swing of the fall activities, I encourage you to take a retrospective career 
assessment and determine what professional development themes you want to address, and take 
action against them.  The chapter offers a wide range of education opportunities to assist the 
career development goals you have identified.  The Chapter has recently expanded beyond the 
traditional APICS offerings and we now offer Lean, Six Sigma, Project Management, Root Cause 
Analysis, Quality Certifications, among others.  We are constantly looking to expand our offerings, 
so please let us know if there are other offerings you would like to see.  Please reference the 
education section of the newsletter for more information. 
 
Programs 
We have another great series of PDM programs scheduled for this year. As in past years, we plan 
on having several tours as well as relevant topics at our dinner meetings.  September starts off 
with a presentation about Master Data Management.  Mani Kumar Manda is a fellow APICS Fox 
River member, and he was also selected to present this same topic at the upcoming APICS 
International Conference and Expo in Orlando.  Please join us on Wednesday 9/18 to gain more 
insights in this area.  For October, we will be hosting another recent APICS International 
Conference speaker Phil Kosik and he will be talking about Inventory Management in the New 
Normal.  Our November PDM will feature Tom Dixon talking about career planning and 
networking.  This will be a timely topic as people think about personal goals and targets for next 
year.  As you can see, we have a great line-up of speakers already for the first half of this year.  
We will wrap up December with a Networking event at a local restaurant. 
 
Tours 
Based on the feedback and registrations, we are going to continue offering 3 to 4 tours this year in 
addition to PDM’s in the same month.  We had a lot of success with the midday tour at McDonald’s 
and we are looking to do a similar midday event for a tour this year. 
 
We have a very exciting year planned for you and I hope you will take advantage of what we have 
put together.  The Marketing Team and the entire Board of Directors has been working hard to 
bring you quality educational sessions and development meetings.  APICS is an organization for 
the members.  If you have any suggestions or topic you want to discuss, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me or any member of the board. 
 
Shawn Batka 
VP, Marketing 
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APICS Fox River Chapter - Open Enrollment Class Schedule  
 

 
 
Waubonsee Community College (WCC) 
Course/Workshop Dates Day Time CDT Campus

Project Management Professional (PMP) Exam Review Course 09/27/2013 - 11/01/2013 Fridays 9:00 am - 3:00 pm Sugar Gove Campus

APICS 2013 CSCP Exam Review Schedule 10/05/2013 - 11/09/2013 Saturdays 9:00 am - 3:00 pm Sugar Gove Campus

APICS Execution and Control of Operations (ECO) Course 10/07/2013 - 11/11/2013 Mondays 6:00 pm - 9:30 pm Copley Campus

APICS Strategic Management of Resources (SMR) Course 10/9/2013 - 11/13/2013 Wednesdays 6:00 pm - 9:30 pm Copley Campus

Warehouse Set-Up Workshop 10/31/2013 Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Aurora

Warehouse Material Flow Workshop 11/7/2013 Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Aurora

Basics of Taking Physical Inventories and Cycle Counting Workshop11/14/2013 Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Aurora

Introduction to Bar Coding Including RFID Workshop 11/21/2013 Thursday 9:00 am - 11:00 am Aurora

Third Party Warehouse Logistics Operations Workshop 12/5/2013 Thursday 9:00 am - 11:00 am Aurora  
 
 
Elgin Community College (ECC) 
Course/Workshop Dates Day Time CDT Campus

APICS 2013 CSCP Exam Review Schedule 09/30/2013 - 11/18/2013 Mondays 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Elgin  
 
 
Rhapsody Technologies(RT) 
Course/Workshop Dates Day Time CDT Campus

APICS 2013 CSCP Exam Review Schedule 10/02/2013 - 11/20/2013 Wednesdays 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Naperville  
 
 

On-site programs are available for companies and organizations at a discount price. 
Contact vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org for a proposal. 

 
 

Waubonsee Community College (WCC)       

    Aurora Campus:  18 S. River Street, Aurora     Maps and Directions 

    Copley Campus:  2060 Ogden Ave., Aurora IL 60504    Maps and Directions 

    Sugar Grove Campus:  Rt. 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, IL  Maps and Directions 

 

    Call registration 630-801-7900,ext.2370 or contact Elizabeth Hurley at 630-906-4116 or ehurley@waubonsee.edu 

 

 

Elgin Community College (ECC)  

    1700 Spartan Drive, Elgin, IL 60123      Maps and Directions  

     

    Registrations are handled through the Fox River Chapter.  Contact VP of Education at vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org 

 

 

Rhapsody Technologies (RT) 

    1700 Park Street, Suite 205, Naperville, IL 60563     Maps and Directions    

 

    Registrations are handled through the Fox River Chapter.  Contact VP of Education at vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org 

mailto:vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org
http://www.waubonsee.edu/
http://www.waubonsee.edu/about/facilities/aurora/directions/index.php
http://www.waubonsee.edu/about/facilities/copley/directions/index.php
http://www.waubonsee.edu/about/facilities/sugarGrove/directions/index.php
mailto:ehurley@waubonsee.edu
http://www.elgin.edu/
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1700+Spartan+Drive,+Elgin,+IL+60123&aq=&sll=41.74607,-88.161883&sspn=0.176234,0.418167&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1700+Spartan+Dr,+Elgin,+Kane,+Illinois+60123&ll=42.018374,-88.322868&spn=0.010968,
http://www.apics-foxriver.org/
mailto:vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org
http://www.rhaptech.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1700+Park+Street,+Suite+205,+Naperville+IL+60563&aq=&sll=42.018374,-88.322868&sspn=0.010968,0.026135&vpsrc=0&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1700+Park+St+%23205,+Naperville,+Illinois+60563&t=m&z=16
http://www.apics-foxriver.org/
mailto:vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org
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2012 COMPANY OF THE YEAR AWARDS

GOES TO

HAVI

Global

Solutions

Millard

Refrigerated

Services

Freudenberg

Household

Products

 
 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date Description Speaker Location 

18th September 
Master Data Management (MDM):  
PLM, PDM and PIM – What are 
they?  Why they are needed? 

Mani Kumar 
Manda 

Riverside 
Banquets 

10th October 
Inventory Management in the 
New Normal 

Phil Kosik, 
CPIM, CSCP 

Riverside 
Banquets 

20th November 
Ten Strategies for Maximizing 
Your Work – Managing 
Constraints for Career Security 

Thomas Dixon, 
CPIM 

Riverside 
Banquets 

12th December Holiday Networking TBD 
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Welcome New Members! 
 

We welcome the following Members who have recently joined our chapter.  They represent companies 
such as AGCO Parts, AT & T, Batory Foods, Caterpillar Inc, DSM Functional Materials, Elite Manufacturing 
Technologies, HAVI Global Solutions, Ideal Industries Incorporated, Infor, Menlo Worldwide, Moulding and 
Millwork, Premio Inc., Pricewaterhouse Coopers LLC, SDS Supply Corp, Sonoco Products Co. 

. 

 
Paul Abrahamsen 
Jordan Agnoli 
Allysan Albrecht 
Pedro Andino 
Andrew Barnette 
Brian Byrne 
Jason Cain 
Cathy Casey 
Erik Clark 
Andrew Czyz 
John DeYoung 
Luis Escorcia 
Daryl Fisher 

Gerry Freese 
Kimberly Henriksen 
Lorena Hernandez 
Matthew Hofer 
Robert Janiszewski 
Ashray Lavsi 
James Lezon 
Robin Lloyd 
Kunal Machhar 
Chetan Mahadevaiah 
Benjamin Matthies 
John Nardulli 
Patrick Nash 

Michael Novak 
Steven Palicka 
Hetal Parikh 
Mayank Patel 
Jose Rodriguez 
Eric Rumble 
Alpesh Shah 
Jason Sowinski 
Ginger Tomlinson 
Nicole Woods 
Eric Wulf 
Vivian Yip 
Jeff Ziemer 

 

We look forward to seeing you at upcoming APICS Fox River Chapter events. 

 

 
 

Congratulations ! 

APICS Fox River Chapter recognizes following members who are 
Certified/Recertified in 2013. 

 

CPIM

Byron G Bright

Rob Malinowski

Eric Wulf

Siddarth Singh

CSCP

Christopher A Guio

Peter Knaub

Derek Geiss

Anthony Faivre

Sharen Keck

Bryce Warren

Darrell Collins

Alisa Yorka

Cynthia Jennings

Richard Zielie

Steven Palicka

Recertifications

Karl I Van Noord

Terri Glendon-Lanza

Sean P Fennell

Harold E Reinke

Jessica M Konczak

Christopher T Hoffmann

Michael E Pape

Daniel A Lueck

Susan M Safranski

Julie A Fenza

Jim C Brooksher
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APICS- Northern Illinois Student Chapter 
 

Updates 
 

by Jose Lopez, President 
 

We will be conducting our first board meeting on Wednesday September 4th 2013, and proceed 
with our first open meeting on Wednesday September 11th 2013. 

What plans do we have for August/September: 

 
Education: 

 

September guest speaker. 
Richard Gendon   (Past Chicago APICS President) 

 
September 25th 2013 

More information to come soon. 

 
Marketing: 

 

Our goal is to recruit five or more new members to the APICS NIU student chapter. 
We will be handing out popcorn with information regarding APICS and meeting dates. 

We will utilize our resources (advisors, professors, staff, etc.) to promote APICS throughout the 
campus. 

 
New Members: 

 

Open Positions: Director of Marketing, Director of Public Relations, Secretary, and 
Webmaster. 

If interested please E-Mail apics.niu@gmail.com 
 

Professional Development Meeting (PDM): 
 

September 18th 2013, Master Data Management: PLM, PDM and PIM – What are they? Why they 
are needed? 

 
Charities: 

 

New initiative starting in September 2013. The NIU APICS student chapter will be dedicating one 
afternoon every month during the semester to volunteer at community service events.  

 
Social Event: 

Pizza and Bowling (Date to be Determined) 
Notifications will be sent over E-Mail. 

 
 
Not a member yet? E-Mail us at apics.niu@gmail.com 

mailto:apics.niu@gmail.com
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Save with On-site APICS Education Programs 

Contact vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org for a proposal. 

 
Be among the companies that are scheduling APICS Education Programs on-site at 
your company location. 

The APICS Fox River Chapter offers the following courses for your employees at a discount: 

 Certified in Production and Inventory Management (CPIM; 5 Modules) 
o Module 1: Basics of Supply Chain Management (BSCM) 
o Module 2: Master Planning of Resources (MPR) 
o Module 3: Detailed Scheduling and Planning (DSP) 
o Module 4: Execution and Control of Operations (ECO) 
o Module 5: Strategic Management of Resources (SMR) 

 Certified Supply Chain Professional (CSCP) 

 Principles of Operations Management 
o Principles of Inventory Management 
o Principles of Operations Planning 
o Principles of Manufacturing Management 
o Principles of Distribution and Logistics 
o Principles of Managing Operations 

 Lean Workshop 

 Global Sourcing Workshop 

 Hybrid Course (Fundamentals of Supply Chain, Lean, and Six Sigma) 

 Sales & Operations Planning 

 SAP Fundamentals 

 Project Management Professional 

 Lean Bronze Certification (LBC) 

 ASQ Certified Six Sigma Black Belt (CSSBB) 

 Quantitative Forecasting 

 Root Cause Analysis 

 Statistical Process Control (SPC) 

 Theory of Constraints (TOC) 

 Cycle Counting 

 Bar Coding / RFID 

 Warehouse Set-up 
 
We can custom tailor an APICS Education Program to meet the goals and strategy of your 
organization. Contact Chuck Gates at vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org to schedule an on-site 
education program. 

mailto:vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org
mailto:vpeducation@apics-foxriver.org
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2013 – 2014 Fox River Chapter Board of Directors 
 

 

 

Administration Team 

 
President:          Tony Tills, CPIM, CSCP 
Immediate Past President:    Shawn Batka, CPIM, CSCP 
Executive VP:         Open 
Treasurer:       Jim Hennessy, CPIM, CSCP 
Budget Director:      Jim Brooksher, CPIM 
Secretary:          Rick Skinner 
Accommodations & Attendance Director:    Michael Giese Sr. 
        Jean Meyer, CPIM, CSCP 

 

Education Team 

 
VP, Education:         Chuck Gates, CPIM, CSCP, CQE, CQM, CMfgE 
Certification, Educational Services Director:   Jeff Baker, CSCP 
Courseware Development Coordinator:   Kaiya Iverson, CSCP 
Student Chapter Coordinator:      Larry Simon, CPIM, CIRM, CSCP 
Faculty Advisor - NIU:       Dr. Shail Godambe 

 

 

Marketing Team 

 
VP, Marketing:      Shawn Batka, CPIM, CSCP 
Marketing Director:     Jeff Ziemer 
Program Director:      Dan Lueck, CPIM, CPM 
Tour Director      Debra Gibraski 
Career Center Coordinator:    Stephen Mortensen, CSCP 
Communications / Publicity Director:   Mani Kumar Manda 
Membership Director:     Mary Kolecki, CPIM 
Webmaster:       Thiru Rangasamy, CSCP 
 

 

At Large 

 
Member at Large:      Mike Loughman, CSCP, CPL 
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APICS - Advancing Productivity, Innovation, and Competitive Success 

Fox River Chapter 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 

 

What is APICS? 
 

APICS, The Association for Operations Management, is the global leader and premier source of the body of 

knowledge in operations management, including production, inventory, supply chain, materials management, 

purchasing and logistics. Since 1957, individuals and companies have relied on APICS for its superior training, 

internationally recognized certifications, comprehensive resources, and worldwide network of accomplished industry 

professionals. 

 

What is the Fox River Chapter? 
 

The Fox River Chapter represents companies, and provides services to its members in the Chicago Suburban area.  

Established in 1977, the Fox River Chapter is the recipient of the highest award given by APICS worldwide, the 

Platinum Award, for the past 10 consecutive years. 

The Fox River Chapter promotes APICS goals by providing networking resources, monthly professional development 

meetings, certification and educational classes, and publications to members and their companies that lead to 

improved profits, and advance their professional knowledge and enable career advancement.  

 
 

The Fox River Newsletter is published 8 times per year 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 



The APICS CPIM gives you  
the tools you need to protect your 
organization’s bottom line and cash flow.  
Make your next career move one that will propel  
you along your career path and make you a front-runner  
in today’s highly competitive job market. 

 
With the APICS CPIM, you will have: 

•  The tools to effectively manage global supply chain activities where  
suppliers, plants, distributors, and customers are located around the world. 

•  The knowledge to apply principles ERP software is based upon, including  
lessons covering various functions within a company (for example, purchasing,  
planning, finance, engineering).

•  The proven knowledge and organizational skills to strategically streamline operations.

Earning the APICS CPIM designation shows a commitment to the profession that leads 
to a sense of accomplishment, demonstrates value to your employer, enhances earning 
potential, and provides a path to career advancement.

EXPAND YOUR 
CREDENTIALS
WITH THE APICS CPIM DESIGNATION


